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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 1557 
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TAGS: PBOR, OAS, ES, HO 

SUB J : SALVADORAN ACTIVITY ALONG BORDER 

REF: STATE 070304 

1 . GOH OFFICIALS HAVE NOT MENTIONED ROAD-BUILDING DESCRIBED 
REFTEL TO EMBASSY. 

2. OAS OBSERVER INFORMALLY TOLD US THAT THE BORDER AREA HAS 
CONTINUED QUIET RECENTLY. HOWEVER, HE NOTED THAT IN THE SABANETAS 
POCKET, THERE IS ONGOING ACTIVITY BY SALVADORANS TO IMPROVE THAT 
AREA'S ROAD NETWORK. IT CONSISTS PRIMARILY OF UPGRADING UNIM- 
PROVED DIRT ROADS AND NOT PAVING HIGHWAYS. THIS ACTIVITY IS 
APPARENTLY CONFINED TO SABANETAS POCKET. 

3. AT A MEETING LAST YEAR, THE HONDURAN AND SALVADORAN CHIEFS 
OF STAFF A GREET TO MAINTAIN THE "STATUS QUO" IN AND AROUND THE 
DISPUTED AREAS, BUT NO FORMAL AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED. EMBASSY 
UNDERSTANDS THAT EL SALVADOR HAS INTERPRETED THE "STATUS QUO" 

TO ALLOW ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, SINCE THEY CONTEND THAT THEY HAVE 
ALWAYS WORKED ON IMPROVING ROADS. THE OAS HAS NOT ACCEPTED THIS 
POSITION AND IS WORKING ON A RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. ACC- 
ORDING TO THE OBSERVER, THE HONDURANS ARE AWARE OF THE ROAD 
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BUILDING BUT HAVE NOT REGISTERED A PROTEST OR COMMENT. HE ADDED 
THAT IN THE SABANETAS POCKET. MOST OF THE INHABITANTS APPEAR 
TO CONSIDER THEMSELVES SALVADORANS. 

4. COMMENT: PRESS REPORTS AND OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

TO THE EMBASSY INDICATE THAT BOTH SIDES ARE MAKING AN APPARENTLY 
DETERMINED EFFORT TO AVOID INCIDENTS, ESPECIALLY AS NEGOTIATIONS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

ARE TO BEGIN SOON BETWEEN GOH AND GOES. EMBASSY AGREES WITH 
OBSERVER S ASSESSMENT THAT HIS ROAD-BUILDING ACTIVITY DOES NOT 
NOW APPEAR TO BE A SOURCE OF FRICTION BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERN- 
MENTS OR THE HIGH COMMANDS. HOWEVER, AS THE DEPARTMENT NOTED, 

THE STILL TENUOUS NATURE OF THE BORDER TRUCE IS A CAUSE FOR CON- 
CERN IF THIS ACTIVITY WERE TO BECOME THE SOURCE OF AN UNWANTED 
CONFRONTATION AT A LOWER LEVEL. 

JARAMILLO 
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